
 

 

31 December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope that parents and students have had the opportunity to have a good break over the festive period 
under such unusual and rapidly changing circumstances. As we look ahead to the New Year, we have 
been informed by the Department for Education that there will be more changes to our return in January. 
I feel it important to bring this information to you as early as possible but this comes with the usual caveat 
that it may be unavoidable that plans change at short notice. 

From Tuesday 5 January 

 The Academy will only be open for keyworkers’ children and vulnerable children. 

 Remote teaching to exam year groups (Years 11, 13 and relevant 12 classes) 

Week Commencing 11 January 

 Exam year groups will return for face-to-face teaching at the Academy. 

Week Commencing 18 January 

 All other years groups return to the Academy (unless regional  infection rates dictate differently) 

The significant changes to the start of term will mean that plans previously in place will now need to be 
amended. In order for staff to have time to adapt to these changes and to interpret the latest guidance 
regarding onsite Covid 19 testing, 4 January will now be designated a staff training day, in line with 

government guidance. 

Please note that from Tuesday 5 January, the Academy will only be open for keyworkers’ children and 
vulnerable children.  If your child is in one of these categories and you intend for them to attend during the 
first week of term, please complete the Attendance Registration Form by 2 January: 

http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/form-Jan2020 

For information about remote learning, please visit:  

http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/remote-working 

With regard to Covid 19 onsite testing, we are receiving updates almost daily and I hope to bring you 
further information about how this will work when all details are released. 

Thank you for your support. I hope you have a happy New Year! 

  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Ian Williams 
Headteacher 
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